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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even rf timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 July 2004 . 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 7-72 and 14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above daim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-3.7.10-12 and 14 is/are rejected. 

7) M Claim(s) 4 I 6 1 _8,J? is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 10/1, 10/2, 11/1, 11/2, 12, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mayer Jr. (US 3,604,661). The aircraft of Mayer Jr. includes a series of control 
slots 22 situated in the upper portion of its nose, as well as along upper surfaces of the wings and 
horizontal stabilizer. A separate blower — deemed to constitute a compressor — or the aircraft's 
engine directs air through the slots to improve control and handling of the craft. Although the 
nose slots 22 of Mayer Jr. extend only partially around the nose, the lowermost ones of slots 22 
direct high- velocity air downwardly and tangent to the nose. This downwardly-directed air from 
lowermost slots 22 of Mayer Jr. would serve to deflect at least a minimal amount of the 
oncoming airflow from the landing gear of the craft by entraining it and conducting it away from 
the aircraft. 

Claims 1-3, 7, 10-12, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Passler (DE 43 34 164 Al). The Passler reference discloses a blower unit 1 with a series of 
horizontally-oriented nozzles through which air is expelled outwardly and downwardly. The unit 
is mounted to the underside of an aircraft and in advance of the tires of an aircraft's landing gear 
(see Figures 1, 2 of Passler) such that some of the expelled air inherently would deflect — in the 
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nature of an air screen — ambient air away from a portion of the tires, thereby reducing the noise 
level For example, air exiting the blower unit 1 of Passler to the right and left would entrain 
some oncoming air, diverting it accordingly to both sides. Whether one skilled in the art would 
recognize the existence of this process would seem to be secondary to the fact that it does occur. 

Claims 4-6, 8, 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Applicants' arguments filed 19 July 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Claims 1-3, 7, 10-12, 14 are not believed allowable for the reasons set forth above. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicants are reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 

date of this final action. 

i 
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Summary: Claims 1-3, 7, 10-12, 14 have been rejected; claims 4-6, 8, 9 have been 
objected to; claim 13 has been rejected. 
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